Jochebed, the Mother of Moses.
Exodus 2:1-10

I am sure few would argue with me when I say, now is a challenging time to raise children. Because of this young couples say to they prefer not to bring children into such a world. I understand their concern, but I do believe it is possible to raise children well and with a sense of safety even in days like ours.

In my thinking there is no better biblical example to turn to than Jochebed, the mother of Moses. She not only is a great example for mothers today, but for parents and would be parents in general. She had Moses for only a few years of his life, but the deep impression of faith which she left upon him was never forgotten, even as he spent much of his life being raised in the pleasures of the world.

First, let’s read her story in Exodus 2:1-10…

Exo 2:1  The Birth of Moses 

Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman,

Exo 2:2  and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months.

Exo 2:3  But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile.

Exo 2:4  His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. 

Exo 2:5  Then Pharaoh's daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it.

Exo 2:6  She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. "This is one of the Hebrew babies," she said. 

Exo 2:7  Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?" 

Exo 2:8  "Yes, go," she answered. And the girl went and got the baby's mother.

Exo 2:9  Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you." So the woman took the baby and nursed him.

Exo 2:10  When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, [1] saying, "I drew him out of the water." 

There are three aspects of Jochebed’s faith I want to bring to your attention.

I. Jochebed needed FAITH to BRING a child into this world
The first aspect is primarily illustrated in chapter one, it concerns the days in which she exercised her faith. They certainly were not the best of days and would have weighed heavily on her heart as she considered raising a family.

A new king had come to power in Egypt; a king who did not know Joseph and therefore had no respect or love for the people of Israel. Instead, his heart was filled with fear due to their growing numbers. The days of blessing and comfort, which Israel had experienced in the land of Egypt, were now at an end as he sought to calm his fears. 

Chapter one describes three actions which he took, which would have been difficult for any mother living in any age.

First, he set taskmasters over them and committed them to slavery. The kind of slavery referred to was very difficult; verses 10-11 use the word Hard Work  which means to mistreat, bodily abuse, or torture. Jochebed already had two children, a son named Aaron, and a daughter named Miriam. Now she was bringing a third child into the world, and her heart must have ached as she realized that all they had to look forward too was slavery.

Second, the king commanded the midwives that when they performed their duties, in helping mothers give birth if a son was born to an Israelite he was to be put to death. I’m sure it didn’t take long for news of this to spread. Can you imagine the concern young mothers must have had when it was time to deliver their child; could they trust the midwife or not?

Third, I think the most devilish act of the king was in his order that every male child, born to an Israelite, was to be cast into the Nile.

Such were the days in which Jochebed lived. Can you imagine how she must have felt once she knew she was with child again? There must have been moments of discouragement and anguish, “How can I bring a child into a world like this?”

I believe many mothers feel the same way today. The condition of our world and the direction of our society is cause for concern.

As Jochebed considered her day, she had reason for discouragement, but she chose a different focus: her relationship with God. Because of her relationship with God she knew it isn’t so much the world we bring a child into that makes the difference, but instead, the impression of faith we leave with a child that makes the difference.

We will see that Jochebed had the kind of faith to do just that. Can you say this morning that you do as well? First, because of your relationship with God, by faith in Jesus Christ, And second, because you have an active, growing faith to pass on?

II. Jochebed needed FAITH to RAISE a child in this world

James 2:17
Jas 2:17  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

 tells us that faith, to be real, must be demonstrated in a person’s life, so I next want us to think about the demonstrations of Jochebed’s faith.

BY FAITH, SHE PROTECTED HIM PHYSICALLY

First, when her child was born, perhaps her worst fears were realized, instead of being a girl, it was a boy. What was she going to do? I don’t think there was ever any question, instead of throwing him into the Nile, she hid him. Now, why did she do that? I suppose many would say because that would be the natural response of any mother. But I’m not so sure, at least not in our own time with abortions and child abuse at the level they are. I imagine there were many young mothers who walked to the Nile and cast their babies into the water. Maybe it was because they didn’t want their children to grow up in slavery, maybe it was because they wanted to protect themselves, or maybe it was because they didn’t know what else to do.

Whatever their reasons, I believe enough of them cast their babies into the Nile to make it clear that Jochebed’s response was not simply the natural thing to do.

Hebrews 11:23 says, “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents.” 
The response of Jochebed was not merely the natural thing to do; it was the response of faith. She looked upon that moment in her life and saw an opportunity to trust God. As a result, she defied the royal degree of the king and hid Moses for three months.

BY FAITH, SHE SAW THE PROMISE IN HIM
Verse 2 of our passage says she did this because she saw that he was a “FINE” child. That deserves some attention from us. Does it mean that if the child was “ugly”, she would not have done so? 
Most of us, when we first set eyes on our newborn children, no matter what they look like to others, they are beautiful to us, but there is more to this statement than what seems to be on the surface. By its use here, in Acts 7:20, and in Hebrews 11:23, the phrase indicates she perceived her child was special to God.

Heb 11:23  By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child,
Act 7:20  "At that time Moses was born, and he was no ordinary child. For three months he was cared for in his father's house.
I would say it is this lack of perception that causes many potential mothers to seek an abortion. The mother whose faith is in God, who gives her the child, understands God’s potential in that life. She knows God has a plan for her child and spares nothing to see that potential developed.

BY FAITH, SHE POTENTIALLY WAS WILLING TO DIE FOR HIM
Hebrews 11:23  By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 

Hebrews 11:23 also adds another thought concerning her decision to hide Moses; it says she was not afraid. That doesn’t mean she had no concerns, she did, that’s why she hid the baby, but because of her faith, she did not have the kind of fear that would have stopped her from saving his life.

That’s the kind of faith that leaves a deep impression in a child’s life; faith that believes God when it seems like all the odds are against you. Young mothers today, parents, and Christians in general need to demonstrate that kind of faith.

BY FAITH, SHE PLACED HIM IN GOD’S HANDS
At the end of three months, Jochebed’s faith was again demonstrated. Verse three says she was no longer able to hide her child. She was going to have to do something and it gave her another opportunity to trust God. Our passage says she built an ark and daubed it with pitch to waterproof it, and then, with her child inside, placed it along the bank of the river. Had she given up? Was she abandoning her child? Not at all! The ark was a symbol of her faith. She was depending on God to bring him safely through the waters of Pharaoh’s judgment. Was such faith empty? 
See verses 5-6…

God used Pharaoh’s own daughter to deliver the life of the child. Not only that, but Jochebed was hired to nurse her own child. As is popularly said today, that was a God thing! Only God could have brought that about. That meant that she would now have Moses at least for a few years. Would that be enough to make a difference in his life? Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”

Many educators today have concluded that is true. They believe that it is during the first couple of years that children learn most of the characteristics that will remain with them through life. Jochebed made use of those years. A young child can believe in God, understand the love of God, and the faithfulness of God, especially as it is learned through the example of their mother. Of course this is true of both parents, but especially of the mother. 
Apparently Jochebed was able to leave such an impression of faith with Moses that when he became a man, the riches of Egypt were never able to shake it. She demonstrated her faith in such a way that her young child could understand and be deeply impressed by it so that no one else was ever able to take that away from him. I have learned the hard way that it is not so much what we say to our children, that makes a difference, it is what they see in us that makes a lasting difference in their lives.

BY FAITH, SHE PLANTED THE SEED OF FAITH IN HIM
We find a third demonstration of Jochebed’s faith in verse 10…

Exo 2:10  When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, [1] saying, "I drew him out of the water." 

That could not have been a very easy thing to do, but I believe she saw it as another opportunity to trust God. God had already protected Moses during the three months she hid him, and protected him as she placed him in the ark along the river, so she believed God would protect him now as well.

Jochebed had done everything a mother could do up to that point; she had nurtured him, poured her life into him, and trained him the best way she knew how. So now it was time to let him go and completely commit his life to God.

That moment came early for her, but eventually every mother and parent reaches that same point, when we have done everything we can and it is time to let them go. Hanging on only complicates matters, how much better to commit them to God’s care by faith. His love and care for them is greater even than our own. And so, as He continues to shape our life we need to trust Him to shape theirs as well. It is hard to let go, but a real faith in God enables us to do so.

III. Jochebed needed FAITH to LET GOD lead Moses
This brings us to the final aspect I want us to think about, the difference Jochebed’s faith made. Look at verse 11…

Exo 2:11  One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people.

At first glance this seems simple enough, but a lot is taking place emotionally and spiritually for Moses. See Hebrews 11:24-26…

Heb 11:24  By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.

Heb 11:25  He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.

Heb 11:26  He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.
Apparently the impression of faith left upon Moses in the first few years of his life was such that it could not be erased in the next 37 years as he experienced the pleasures of sin, and the riches of Egypt. The faith of his mother Jochebed made such a difference in his life that when he reached forty years of age he was able to stand with God and His people by faith, over against everything else the world had to offer. And of course we know that he too was then used by God as a tremendous example of faith.

We have emphasized the relationship Jochebed had with Moses, but her example of faith also had the same affect in the lives of her other two children. See Micah 6:4…

Mic 6:4  I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam.
Although Moses was the Moses prominent figure, all three of her children became leaders and examples of faith among the people of Israel. Aaron became the high priest, and according to Exodus 21, Miriam led the women of Israel in worshipping God.

Exo 15:20  Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women followed her, with tambourines and dancing.

Exo 15:21  Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider 

       he has hurled into the sea."
Jochebed’s faith made a lasting difference in the lives of each of her children. Our faith in God can and should do the same.

Is that your desire today? Do you want to exercise your faith in God in such a way that it makes a difference in others? Then make that commitment today, let God know it, and ask others to pray for you that your desire might become a reality.

